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The St David’s Day Manifesto — 1 March 2026 -
No to Nuclear Power and Weapons,
Yes to Renewables and Peace for Wales

Executive Summary

This Manifesto is issued by the Welsh Anti Nuclear Alliance (WANA), comprising Welsh anti-nuclear
organisations and activists, on the annual day of our nation’s Patron Saint David, 1 March 2026.

It represents a collective call to the decision makers, communities and people of Wales to work for a
nuclear power free. nuclear weapons free. sustainably-powered and peaceful nation.

To summarise we seek:

e The re-instatement of a ‘Nuclear Free Wales’
e A comprehensive and integrated energy policy for Wales based on renewable energy not nuclear

e To widen recognition that nuclear energy is a financial smokescreen for nuclear weapons and is
driving fuel poverty.

Our Manifesto.

We believe that:

The current obsession of the Westminster and Cardiff Governments in developing new capacity in
nuclear power generation is a ‘Fools’ Errand. We are opposed to public investment in these
technologies and to public bodies such as Cwmni Egino and Great British Energy — Nuclear which were
established to faciliate them. We also oppose UK Government plans to streamline the development of
new nuclear power plants by introducing ‘developer led’ siting policies (EN-7 and EN-8), deregulating
the industry, and curtailing the rights of objectors to challenge nuclear developments in Court.

New nuclear will worsen the cost-of-living crisis confronted by the people of Wales. Our citizens
already struggle to pay astronomical energy bills, levied by profiteering fossil fuel companies. Many
are in fuel poverty being forced to choose between heating and lighting their homes or going hungry.
Nuclear means still higher energy bills as an additional nuclear levy will be applied to customers’ bills
to pay the costs of nuclear developers and nuclear represents the most expensive method to generate
electricity.

New nuclear provides no solution to the threat of climate change faced by the people of Wales.
Dependence on fossil fuels has led to rising global temperatures and rising sea levels. Nuclear power
plants simply take too long to build and will come on stream far too late to address the looming crisis.

New nuclear will endanger the health of the Welsh people. Civil nuclear power generation is
accompanied by risks, with the possibility of calamatous accidents. and it is certain that new nuclear
power stations will be priority targets for terrorists, cyber criminals and — as the war in Ukraine has
shown - hostile powers in time of war.



New nuclear will inexorably damage the Welsh landscape and environment. Nuclear generation will
poison our waterways, our atmosphere and our coastline with radioactive contamination. Exposure to
radiation adversely impacts human health, with studies demonstrating increased instances of cancers,
strokes and cardiovascular disease. This has been documented at Trawsfynydd Lake. Research shows
that women and children are disproportionately impacted, but this is often ignored.

Nuclear power plants are intrustive and often ugly structures, accompanied by miles of perimeter wire
and armed guards. Even so called Small Modular Reactors are not small! It is particularly shameful that
politicians continue to lobby for new nuclear developments in idyllic Eryri, the premier National Park of
Wales, and on beautiful Ynys Mon. And after several decades nuclear generation leaves behind
contaminated plants and toxic waste, left for future generations to deal with at vast expense over
millenia.

Civil nuclear and military nuclear are inextricably intertwined. Wales seeks no part in a nuclear conflict
which would decimate our nation. After years of denial, the British State admits this - without civil
nuclear, there would not be enough money in the budget of the nuclear weapons programme.
Furthermore, the State needs to retain and develop the nuclear skills of the workforce in the UK, and
the exchange of workers between the two sectors is seen as something to support. But the promise of
jobs is marginal to the importance of nuclear projects to the British State.

In the presence of Rolls-Royce in the 'Small' Modular Reactors project in Wylfa, we see the
interweaving between civil and nuclear quite clearly. In an extremely unstable world, producing more
nuclear weapons is completely irresponsible. A nuclear plant in Wylfa would be part of this process, and
the irresponsibility is intensified as a nuclear plant could be a target for terrorists or unfriendly
countries.

Reliance upon nuclear power will reinforce Wales’s dependence upon foreign technology, finance and
uranium fuel products as these are synonymous with nuclear generation. New nuclear further ties
Wales to England as the principal beneficiaries for Welsh nuclear generation will be English consumers,
making aspirations for independence less achieveable. Nuclear projects at Wylfa on Ynys Mon and at
Trawsfynydd in Gwynedd, parts of North Wales in which Welsh is the first language, will inevitably lead
to a huge influx of construction workers and plant operators, most of whom will not speak Welsh. This
will lead to a diminution of the use of our national language and damage the linguistic heritage of the
region.

We are convinced then that:

Nuclear is no solution to fuel poverty or climate change, and cannot, and must not, be our energy
future in Wales; rather we believe that reducing demand, through improving the energy efficiency and
insulation of our buildings and changing our lifestyles and behaviour, alongside the generation and
storage of renewable energy through the employment of the full panoply of available and emerging
technologies drawing upon the manifest natural resources of our nation can provide in the medium
term affordable and sustainable energy for the people, communities and businesses of Wales, whilst
also addressing the challenge of climate change.

The people and communities of Wales will become more empowered and will find common purpose in
taking both individual action and working collectively to reduce their energy use and generate, store
and distribute their own green power. We commend those individuals and groups in Wales engaged in
the generation of energy using renewable technologies or working in opposition to nuclear power. We
call on the Welsh Government to replace Cwmni Egino with a single public body dedicated to
supporting the development of a wide range of community-led, community-owned projects providing
community benefits in this nation, including renewable energy projects. We also call for the devolution
of all Crown Estate assets in Wales to the Welsh Government with the profits repurposed to develop
the ‘green economy"’.

The realisation of this vision for our nation will mean the creation of many more accessible and
sustainable jobs, and greater access to affordable and sustainable power, for the people of Wales,



including our citizens living in isolated communities, than can the continued consumption of fossil fuels
and the vain glorious pursuit of civil nuclear power.

We therefore call upon all politicians, communities and people of Wales to work together, earnestly and
collaboratively, to provide for our nation a sustainable and affordable energy future that is free of the
blight of nuclear power or the threat posed by nuclear weapons.

We invite all decisionmakers, activists and community groups in Wales engaged in generating renewable
energy or working in opposition to nuclear power or nuclear weapons to join WANA. We also call upon
these persons and organisations, and any other person in Wales, to support this Manifesto by endorsing
this as a signatory.

No to Nuclear Power and Weapons,
Yes to Renewables and Peace for Wales
Dated this 1 March 2026.



